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were an established fact, presenting no sign of decay, but m Gaul, infected with Roman manners, they existed merely by habit, exeicismg no influence any longer over the hearts of the people In the great struggle which was approaching we find no Diuids among the national leaders, no spirit of religion inspiring and consecrating the effoits of patriotism. So fai as can be seen, the Druids were on the Roman side, or the Romans had the skill to conciliate them In half a century they weie suppressed by Augustus, and they and their excommunications, and their flaming wicker works, had to be sought for in distant Britain, or in the still more distant Ireland The active and secular leadership could not disappeai so easily Leaders of some kind were still required and inevitably found, but the method of selection in tho tunes which had arrived was silently changing While the Gallic nation retained, or desired to retain, a kind of unity, some one of the many tnbes had always been allowed a hegemony The first place had rested generally with the jEdui, a considerable people who occupied the central parts of France, between the Upper Loire and the Safme The Romans, anxious naturally to extend their influence in the country without direct interference, had taken the JEdui under their protectorate The JEdui again had then clients in the infenor tribes, and a Ro-mano-.5Cduan authority of a shadowy kind had thus penetrated through the whole nation
But the JEduans had nvals and competitors m the Sequam, another powerful body in Burgundy and Franche-Comtd If the Romans feared the Gauls, the Gauls m turn feared the Romans , and a national party had formed itself eveiywhere, especially among